
Writing Your Diversity Statement

What should you hope to achieve through your diversity statement?

The goal of the diversity statement is to show how your past experiences have made you a diverse 
candidate, and how you’ll apply that diverse perspective at your target institution in your future research 
and teaching pursuits. You can achieve this goal by showing how you’ve overcome a struggle in life. For 
example, if you have a learning disability but still managed to get on the Dean’s list. You can also achieve 
[OPZ�NVHS�I`�L_WSHPUPUN�OV^�`V\�YLWYLZLU[�H�OPZ[VYPJHSS`�\UKLY�YLWYLZLU[LK�NYV\W�PU�`V\Y�ÄLSK�IHZLK�VU�
your race, ethnicity, or gender. For example, women in the natural and biological sciences or computer 
science are rare, as are men in some humanities or social science departments.  Many employers and 
admissions committees seek candidates that represent those groups and/or can work with others 
from those groups.

What’s a diversity statement for?

@V\Y�KP]LYZP[`�Z[H[LTLU[�ZOV\SK�YL]LHS�H�X\HSPÄJH[PVU�[OH[�`V\�KPKU»[�KPZJ\ZZ�PU�`V\Y�V[OLY�HWWSPJH[PVU�
materials or that your reader might not have detected. Your application materials are complementary to 
one another; together, they should give a complete picture of you as an applicant.

Before you write, ask yourself...

�� /V^�KV�0�LTIVK`�HU�\UKLY�YLWYLZLU[LK�NYV\W�PU�T`�ÄLSK&�/V^�KV�T`�L_WLYPLUJLZ�PU�[OL�JSHZZYVVT���
� YLZLHYJO�LU]PYVUTLU[��VY�ÄLSK�YLÅLJ[�[OH[�0»T�KP]LYZL&�
�� How have I incorporated what I’ve experienced as a member of an under-represented group into my  
� [LHJOPUN�VY�YLZLHYJO&�*HU�0�NP]L�HU�L_HTWSL&
�� /V^�OH]L�0�PUJVYWVYH[LK�KP]LYZP[`�PU[V�T`�JSHZZYVVTZ&�/V^�^PSS�0�JVU[PU\L�[V�THRL�T`�JSHZZYVVTZ��
� KP]LYZL&�/V^�PZ�T`�HWWYVHJO�\UPX\L&
�� +V�0�OH]L�L_WLYPLUJL�^VYRPUN�^P[O�V[OLY�\UKLY�YLWYLZLU[LK�NYV\WZ�PU�T`�ÄLSK&�>OH[�NYV\WZ�OH]L�0��
� ^VYRLK�^P[O��HUK�PU�^OH[�JVU[L_[�OH]L�0�^VYRLK�^P[O�[OLT&
�� /V^�OH]L�0�OHUKSLK�^VYRPUN�^P[O�ZVTLVUL�^OVZL�IHJRNYV\UK�PZ�\UMHTPSPHY�[V�TL&�>OH[�OH]L�0�� �
� SLHYULK�MYVT�[OLZL�L_WLYPLUJLZ&
�� /V^�KV�0�WSHU�VU�^VYRPUN�^P[O�\UKLY�YLWYLZLU[LK�NYV\WZ�PU�T`�ÄLSK&�>OH[�ZRPSSZ�^PSS�OLSW�TL�THRL��
� V\Y�JVSSHIVYH[PVU�TVYL�WYVK\J[P]L&
�� >OH[�NYV\WZ�ZOV\SK�IL�LUJV\YHNLK�[V�YLTHPU�VY�ILJVTL�H�WHY[�VM�T`�ÄLSK&�>OH[�ULLKZ�^PSS�[OLZL��
� NYV\WZ�OH]L&�/V^�^PSS�0�HKKYLZZ�[OLZL�ULLKZ�HZ�H�[LHJOLY�HUK�VY�YLZLHYJOLY&


